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Editor’s Desk

“What we call the beginning is often the end,

And to make an end is to make a beginning,

The end is where we start from....................

We shall not cease from exploration

And the end of all our exploring will be to arrive at where
we started

And to know the place for the first time.”
—TI. 8. Eliot

It is a matter of great pride and satisfaction to present
before our readers the maiden issue of the Literary Journal
""DRASTAA"’ published by the Literary Forum of K. C. Das
Commerce College. In a multicultural, multiHingual and
multi-religious country like ours, it is very necessary to learn
to live in peace and harmony with one another. Getting
attuned and comfortable in this atmosphere is nothing but
enriching oneself. In today’s world of globalization what is
more important is co-operation and not competition,

Literary education aqims more or less at liberql
education. By liberal education we mean a training and
instruction by which the learner’s mind becomes broaden,
humane, responsive and moral. This journal Is a sincere
and concerted effort of the Departments of English and
Modern Indian Languages (Hindi, Assamese and Bengali).

We are deeply grateful for the indefatigable efforts of
the esteemed acamedicians who have contributed their
valuable articles to this first issue of our literary journal. Our
heartfelt thanks to our fellow colleagues and dear
students who have showed an unflagging interest in
bringing out this issue.

We feel it obligatory and that too with pleasure to
offer our sincere thanks to our Principal Sir. Shri Hitesh Dekg



who has always been the guiding force behind any
literary venture and without whose help and co-operation
this journal would’'nt have been possible. We would also
like to give thanks to Saraighat Printers for their help and
co-operation in bringing out this issue.

Bringing out this first issue has been a learning
experience for both the teacher and the students of our
‘college. As such there may be flaws and fallacies for
which we beg due apology. Thus constructive comments
and suggestions from our readers and well wishers to
enhance the qualitative standard of the journal will be
highly appreciated.

Dr. Radhey Shyam Tiwari
Editor
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BREAK-JOURNEY

Author : Saurab Kumar Chaliha
Translator : Dr. Liza Das, Assit. Prof. IIT, Ghy.

All this meaningless violence, this mindless splitting of
skulls, anywhere and everywhere, at any pretext, all over the place,
these sudden sporadic explosions of riot and rampage, people
running amuck in all directions, these sudden, long-drawn wailing
of sirens, and police vehicles, lathis and teargas and gunshots,
over there that old man down flat on his face on the street, and
there that little boy wounded by a bullet and screaming his guts
out in pain and flung onto the footpath— why do I come here to
watch these things over and over again, I find no logic in all these
things, yet why do I keep coming back, I see no reason behind
these things, cannot tolerate these things, I've work to do,I'm a
busy person, but all on a sudden my taxi had been seized by a
group of young men brandishing red flags, my plans were
sabotaged, our tram had suddenly come to a standstill, thousands
of frenzied, slogan-raising people had surrounded the tram, and
god knows wherefrom had landed those petrol-tins, wherefrom
those huge bricks and iron rods, what a state matters had reached
in a jiffy, the tram was set ablaze, through the smoke and the fire
people ran helter-skelter, raising a hue and cry, everywhere the
shutters of shops were downed hurriedly, on someone’s head raiped
lathi-blows, somewhere glass broke into smithereens, commotion,
commotion, “Run! Run! What are you waiting for, Mister?'-

“My umbrella....... I’ve lost my umbrella... Damn!”
exclaimed Sheila as she kept turning her head and looking back.

“Umbrella! Are you nuts? Hurry up! Hurry up ! Where are
we going?”’

Shela grabbed my hand and ran soon I found myself 'Tn fornt
of a pharmacy--*‘This is the one, I recognize it!” said Sheila, and

R
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the two of us stood at the door, panting. A thin, bespectacled young
man was about to shut the collapsible gate when Sheila yelled
out-- “Wait! Wait! One minute, please!™

The young man gave us a startled look. and. peeping inside
said, “young girl...”
“Let her in,” said a deep voice from inside.

The young man opened the gate an inch wider and stepped
aside, I began to hesitate, Sheila tugged at my hand and said,
“Come! There’s no need to stand outside and be gallant-- come
on!” and following her, I squeezed myself in, and, as I got in, I
threw a quick glance at a distance-- the tram still blazed there,
and along with it two cars as well, the red flames of the fire were
still evident, streams of black clouds, the sirens still wailing, the
shrill ringing of the bells at the distance, at times faint, at times
loud, the vans of the Fire-Brigade, hose-pipes being opened, thé
huge wide streets deserted as if by sheer magic, street-bound
pebbles and bricks and shards of glass, and bicycles and push-
carts that had been flung there, someone had abandoned a pair of
slippers, someone his briefcase and had fled, around the blazing
vehicles only khaki and white uniforms, from the terraces
verandahs and windows-- faces, curiosity writ large on them ali
traffic at a standstill, somebody has blown a whistle, the UPI:Oar
suddenly gone--

Among the medicines in the pharmacy sat a bald man in s
dhoti and vest, probably the owner, who asked us to sit and, lookin
at Sheila, said, “Were you on the tram?” ? g

“Yes."

“Any idea what happened?”’

«N--0, I couldn’t understand anything, for no rhym
reason... all of 2 sudden, it had seemed--" yme ox
«wyes, it's always like that,” he said, “there’s no wa
can know who's fretting and fuming these days, it all exp¥0£:
all on a sudden, These kind of (hings happen all the time-- Jooke

like H]f,:-' Wﬂ(!(e Country 1s agerieved.”

He SIOPP‘»‘(I talking and, putting on the pair of spectacles he

4 been holding in his hand, concentrated on reading a newspaper.
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perhaps he was used to these sort of incidents. The thin, staggly
young man sat on a stool and peered outside through the gap in
the door, while Sheila began to arrange her hair on a mirror that
had an advertisement for cold cream on it, and, pulling out a tiny
handkerchief from her bag, began to wipe the sweat off her face.
As he kept reading, something occurred to his mind, he raised his
head and, looking at me, said, The whole country is in a ferment-
- death-wish, you understand?”

“Death-wish?” I asked, perplexed.

“Yes, yes, yes, all on a sudden, from lanes-alleys-sheds-
tobaccostalls people are rushing out madly into the crossfire and
the bombings, knowing fully well that at any moment they
themselves might get killed--if that’s not death-wish, what is it?”

*“Oh, so that’s what you mean.” I said, for the sake of being
courteous.

“Yes--and it’s said that we all have this secret desire in us to
die, it’s there all the time. And here, in this city of Calcutta, all
arrangements are ready for the fulfillment of that wish-- no one
knows at which moment this desire for death may be fulfilled.....
you are walking on the streets and taking a turn, and--presto!--
from somewhere plunges into your back this long knife, on your
head lands blows from lathis, under your feet a bomb goes off--
BOOM !--Finished, The End, Death-wish fulfilied--"

The man took off his spectacles and pulled a face and looked
at us. I didn’t know what to say. He began to fold the newspaper
and spoke again, ‘‘but slight modifications to the theory are
necessary-- these death-wishes are not only for one’s own self,
they involve the death-wishes of others as well. That is, since one
has to die anyway, you and I may be killed as well. In other words,
the gift-of-death, a desire to gift people with death, you get it?
Okay, now how do you plan to leave this place?”

The young man said that a few men were coming out timidly
onto the streets, that a couple of cars had also started running. If
this stretch could somehow be safely crossed, maybe a taxi could
be hailed from Madan Street.

(37)
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I kept sitting in that manner for about five minutes or so, and
then, after thanking them, crept outside warily. The streets were
deserted, save for a lone constable holding a stick in his hand, in
a place opposite the pharmacy, looking apprehensively at the
terraces of the houses (god knows when some acid bulb might
suddenly land on the head), two cars whizzed past, on the
windscreen of one was written **‘PRESS™. and on another was
pasted a piece of paper on which was hastily scribbled :
“EMERGENCY”.

“Emergency! Emergency!”-- I exclaimed in consternation, .
“there’s always a 24-hour Emergency in this bloody city of yours- .
-what’s the need for it? What’s this ‘Emergency’? What’s the
meaning of this ‘Emergency’?”

“Come off it : don’t you know the meaning of Emergency-- .
Birth, Death, Marriage--" ’

“Oh, now tell me that there’s been one more birth somewhere.
That’s what’s been happening in our country all the time, hordes
of people everywhere, is that an ‘Emergency’? Somebody’s dying,
somebody’s wedding hour is slipping by. Are these what you
call--”

“Ah! stop blabbering!--Let’s try and figure out how we may
safely get to the other end of the street, * said Sheila, a little
irritated, “Really, you are impossible! Ouite hassle you can create!
There seems to be no inclination in you to get yourself acquainted |
with the streets and alleys of this city, all you do is criticize and.
criticize-- you’re quite odd, you know!”’

The two of us kept close to the closed shops and began to
walk briskly, Sheila wiped the sweat off a handkerchief and
panting, said : “If you hate this city so much, why do you keep:
coming back? Have I ever made you promise me that you must
stop here on your way to Delhi?-- You can very well go to Delhi
without stopping here. I could never get you to identify a single
street till date-- you have no idea of the tram-routes-- and it’s I
who have to escort you around--Why do you keep coming here
unnecessarily? Really! I bet won’t get any work done today now
that you are here with me--"

(38D
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Sheila did have a lot of work to do. She had to go to
Chowringhee to buy tickets for a movie: then to Park Street to
buy a perfume (that particular perfume was not available any where
clse): and I believe that the other day they had discovered a
marvellous shop next to it, where we could sit with two milk-
shakes and....

At night, scated in a taxi in front of the movie theatre, Sheila
gave the driver a few directions that I had no idea of, but I don’t
know what strange lanes the taxi took, leaving behind the familiar
bright neon-lit streets and clean, smart corners of Park Street. The
place looked suburban.... and sticking my head out from the
window. I couldn’t help remarking: “Wow! Quite some place,
this!™”

The night-wind beat steadily on my cheeks as the taxi began
to speed. Smooth, wide roads, so quiet that they didn't seem to
belong to a city like Calcutta; no sounds of buses and trams seemed
to enter the ears, no uproar, no shrill whistles of the ferrywallahs,
no political slogans, no beggars or refugees--on either side of the
road were tall trees behind which stood hidden the houses, in front
of the houses were huge compounds-- one could imagine children
playing there and tamilies posing for group-photographs--beautiful
lawns, here and there a few cars were parked in fornt of the houses,
there was only the sound of a few cars speeding by, under the
high fluorescent lights the roads in the night were clear. serene,
so calm, so.....civilized.

Sheila cast a look at my face. I said, “Accha, what’s street

called. Sardarji?”

“Probably the Amir Ali Avenue,” Sheila said promptly.

The Punjabi driver turned and nodded his head : *“Ha, hoga-
-Syed Amir Ali Avenue.”

“Amir Ali Avenue.... Are we really in Calcutta?”’ I said,
“Well, if one had to live in Calcutta, it wouldn’t be a bad idea to
live in a place like....” I said indolently, “hmmm, maybe build a
house or something....”

30)
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Sheila darted a quick look at me and then looked ahead.

“Are you going to build a house here?”” There was eagerness,
disbelief in her voice.

I smiled lightly. “Here? Hah!-- I lodge at a hotel on Surjya

Sen Street.... travel in crammed, overcrowded trains.....well, I&
me at least try and buy a plot of land in Guwahati--""

“You’ll buy land in Guwahati?” Sheila asked quickly.
“Well, some day, I hope--who knows.” I said lightly, “I'll'.
live long-- there’ll be a lot of time.”
Sheila sounded rather worried as she asked, **What if your
death-wish surfaces suddenly?”
“Death-wish?”’ I looked into her eyes, ““Now? Already? Have
you no idea? Are you crazy?”’

Of course Sheila knew, this was no time for suc
psychological stuff--not even in this city, my momentary desire
to live in which had surprised her. Yes, Sheila knows that one
night in Calcutta was enough for me to make want me to flee the
place, to run away, such grossness, such poverty, such rankness, -
such trash, such misery and hardship, such crowds, thousands of
people in trams and buses clinging on desperately for dear life, -
dhotis are torn, sandals are scattered, senses go for a six all the
time, nobody has a minute to spare for anyone, emergenc -
emergency, you couldn’t breathe in the crowded streets, or walk
on the footpaths, in the daytime the beggars, the infirm, the -
ferrywallahs, the wastrels, goons, sloganwallahs, refugee families.
cooking their daily meals on the streets, in the night you couldn’t
walk for thousands of people lay sleeping on the footpaths, peop]e;' '
people-people-people, teeming-teeming-teeming-teeming
wherever I look-- moviehalls-theatres-streets-restaurants—ofﬁces_‘
footballfields--there were unimaginable crowds, cheatings,
uproars, yellings, hungama, knotted foreheads, flying tempers,
what a monster of a city!--How do these hordes of people spend.
their lifetimes here, is it possible for human beings to live here?:-

I just about manage to spent a night or two here on my trips to:
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Delhi--*‘break journey,” as they say--and then I flee...

*“Who would have thought,” I told myself “that there could
possibly be a secluded, tree-laden street here like this Amir Ali
Avenue--7"

“You are barely here for a day or two,” Sheila complained,
“you get off at Sealdah and get on at Howrah, get off at Howrah
and rush to Sealdah, roam the dirty alleys all on your own, of
course you’ll hate it if you go to such places, and then all you do
is complain--I’ve told you countless times to stay back a couple
of days, there are so many places I could take you to, I know for
sure you’ll love those places, you can’t but like them, don’t I
know ? --”

Sheila got off the taxi in front of the Girls’ Hostel and said,
“You don’t have to get off, why don’t you take this taxi back to
the hotel--you wouldn’t know the way, anyway.--"

“Wait, wait, let me get off, too--"

“No,” said Sheila, stopping me, “It’s rather late in the night,
there’s no need to ask all and sundry the tram-routes or bus-routes-
-go back on this taxi--"

“Come on! Just what do you take me for 7’ I jumped off the
taxi and tried to read the meter.

“No, please, why are you doing this?” All of a sudden Sheila
became impatient. “I too am late--God knows what’s in store for
me in the hostel--please go back on this taxi, sweetie-pie...” and
she bit her tongue in embarrassment.

I stood dumbstruck; this was the first time I had heard her
say such a thing. In the silence of those moments I heard the strains
of a sitar coming from a radio in the hostel, and somewhere in the
distance came the creaking sound of a rickshaw passing by. I gave
her a frail look and stepped into the taxi silently.

“Take saheb to Sealdah,” Sheila told the taxi driver. The
driver was sitting indifferently, gazing at the distance, the engine
was still running, he nodded his head and put his hand on the
gear-shaft. Suddenly I returned to my senses and saw that the
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familiar environs of the hostel were beginning to recede, and I
said hastily, “I’ll see you tomorrow....”

*“Okay, but not before, five. I'll be going to Bhabanipur with
Shipra in the morning. Remember, after five....”

I sat silent slightly uspset, and as the taxi reached the T..T
Road, I yelled, *“Sardarji, Stop!”’

I got off and, after paying the fare, asked him. *“The one
that’s approaching--the No. 20--it’s heading for Sealdah, isn’t it?”’

“Yes.”

I happed onto the tram. For no particular reason, but there
was a feeling of tremendous happiness in me, a wild thrill--and
maybe, a feeling of stubbornness, too : does she think I’m no
good, that I cant’t even take a tram-ride back to the hotel at night?
These girls can get real queer at times. And in my stubbornness
was some sort of an expectation..... as if I expected to see

something from the tram-window, which I wouldn’t see from a
taxi--

The tram was almost empty, there were innumerable empty
seats, I sat at a window, the tram began to move--clang--clang--
the shops were being closed, the streets were gradually becoming
devoid of people and traffic, now and then a tram sped by my
window--clang--clang--at some places the rows of shops were
steeped in darkness, at other places there were bri ght lights, people
were streaming out of a movie-hall, the grazing tram-wires
emmitted blue sparks (which were discernible now), still, silent
roads again, sometimes a neon hoarding here and there, now
glowing, now gone, suddenly a pond filled with water-hyacinths,
in the nightlights the street looked rather wide, a whole
of tramlines criss-crossing--now glittering in the light
I think I know the way--clang--suddenl s
jolt--clang-- is it a stop? No--somethin
guess--I stuck my head out of the wip
familiar--I had passed by (his pl

confusion
-- Aha, now
y the tram stopped with a
g’s happened up ahead, I
dow and the place looked
o 4ee On many occasions when 1
Mj Aol [Jé’@ll able to manage a taxi--a big hoarding advertising
“Hamam” soaps, below that was written in Gothic letters : S.P.
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Shaw (P) Limited, Confectioners and General Order Suppliers,
through the window was visible trays full of cakes, and jams-jellies-
butter-cheese, its shutters were down save for a two-inch gap at
the bottom, the lights were still on inside, there was half-visible a
packet of Britannia biscuits that sat all alone, a funny, sad sight,
indeed! indeed! A couple of pushcarts were propped up on the
verandah (those aren’t there in the daytime), on the verandah were
a few Hindustani mazdoors who were rolling tobacco and
gossiping, someone had tied a mosquito net on to a lightpost and
a pillar of the verandah--I remembered that in the scorching heat
in the daytime there would be fellow frying pakoras and brinjals
in front of the verandah (and sometimes my mouth had watered),
and next to him a one-legged man would at times drink water
from a hydrant on the road and then sleep on the ground, sometimes
the people who bought brinjal-fritters would drop something in
his hands, a blind beggar-woman would stand there with a tin can,
holding a baby with a protruding stomach, and a gross-looking
man in a pair of shorts, sweating profusely in the heat would holler
at them all day long, waving calendars at them-- he would say the
same words every time, but I couldn’t till date figure out what he
said--the brinjal-vendor’s scoty chullah was now nowhere in sight
(I’'m sure he slept elsewhere, this area must be the domain of the
fellows who pushed those carts)-- and the packet of buscuits...
Ah, how lonely it seemed, the poor thing, the rest have all been
sold, only that one remains solitary tonight at the window, who's
going to account for it?-- but of course it has been accounted for
by a number of people-- manufacturers, suppliers, agents,
shokeepers-- it’s been all too well worked out who's going to
share the spoils-- and, who knows, even that one would not be
around tomorrow, who knows from whose hands it would travel
into the housewife’s shopping bag and onto somebody’s plate and
then whose palate it would satisfy--cling--the tram began to move
again-- clang-- clang--Death-wish, huh!-- as if I were a little kid
who couldn’t manage a tram-ride back home--just what does she
think....the play of light and shade on my face, of shade and light-
-sweetie-pie--well, maybe it was indeed possible to roam this

TN
(43)-




disgusting city in a merry frame of mind--maybe to even spend
one’s entire life here--a lone rickshaw is passing by--creak--creak-
-“Amir Ali Avenue”--quite a road--clang--clang-sweetiepie-
sweetiepie--

The next day, as I sat on the bus, I read in the newspapers
about the scuffle between two processions of the Marxist and the
Socialist parties : first the abuse was verbal, then fisticuffs, and
then the scattered, floating population of the city arrived at the
scene, contributing to yesterday’s tumultuous eruption. 7 injured,
3 dead in the police firing...as a mark of protest the Marxist Party,
the Forward Bloc and the R.S.P. have called for a “Bandh’ on the
25th, but the Congress, the Janasangh, the Communist and a few
other parties have opposed it, so one could expect further trouble
on the 25th....no problem, I shall be in Delhi on the 25th, let these
fellows go to hell.... in the middle page was a photograph of a
couple of boys who were caught stealing rice and su gar from a
train wagon, one of them looked like their honcho, a boy about
fifteen or sixteen with a crop of disheveled hair and wearing a
torn vest, his eyes reckless, alert, cautious, beneath his ferocious
look the first traces of youth lay almost hidden, | kept looking at
that face for a while... at the Howrah station I booked a seat in the
third class on a train to Delhi, and on my way back on the bus I
spied a few ladies’ umbrellas in a shop at Dharamtala and I thought
should I get off here, but the bus did not stop and I kept sitting i:ld
thought may be in the evening... I got off at Gariahat, I had to
look up a friend, and after having a meal with him | somehow
managed to hop on to a taxi, it was nearly half past noon.. the
midday sun raged... I opened the newspaper and looked at the
wagon-br?aker again, and I noticed with surprise that his face
wasn't thin or broken or lean, but quite chubby and robust

. - --but
how was it possible, the thought occurred 1o me, certainly there
was 10 moth

CL0f Sisler to offer him a plateful of rice in a peaceful
home]y atmosphere... suddenly the taxi slowed down, up ahead
was a gathering of people, agitated exchanges of words, we were
getting past the S.P. Shaw Confectionery, I sat upright, the
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signboard had become bent and slumped, the brinjal-vendor wasn't
around, his chullah was down on the ground, the coal lay strewn
all around, the iron shutters of S.P. Shaw and a few others were
down, someone had broken the glass showcases, bits of broken
glass lay scattered on the street, people were scurrying away from
the place. The blind beggar-woman was no longer around, nor
was the one-legged man, the water from the hydrant gushed onto
the footpath, the never-ending cry of the calendar-man was now
silenced... did he flee the scene? Was he dead? Or had he been
arrested?...there wasn't a single pair of shoes in the broken
showcase of the shoe store, the warped wooden trays in the
disarrayed showcases of S.P. Shaw were empty, yesterday's lone
packet of biscuits was not to be seen... the police were trying to
shove the crowd, there was a police jeep and a wireless van, a
motorcycle-borne traffic-sergeant was giving directions to my
taxi-driver, a khaki-clad Sub-Inspector was waving his hands and
saying something to the crowd... the taxi driver changed gears
and once again the car began to speed, and looking back he
remarked as if to himself : "These students are creating a riot on
this street, and this morning a seven-party Student Front was to
have paraded this street... the bastards are looting this place while
their fathers slog for money... clamping Section 144 would have
taken care of everything.."

..but my ears didn't register the rest of his words... my
eyes are shut... the searing midday sun seemed to have
disappeared, in the darkness of the evening the taxi sped by
some stretch of water (as if in flight), may be it was some river,
or the bank of some lake.. the reflection of the lights played on
the waves and became elongated...

"What's this place you've brought me to?"--1 was saying.

"There's no need for you to know," Sheila was saying,
“just tell me whether you like it or not..."

In the darkness in the taxi her face was barely visible,
there was only the glow from the street-lamps that threw flashes
of light into the taxi every now and then, and then there was
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darkness once again, but a pleasant fragrance emitting from her
cloths now filled the taxi..

"Yes, pretty good," I said, there was a young couple on a
scooter by the taxi, possibly Anglo-Indian, the breeze ruffled
their hair and the girls' scarf... suddenly the image of the lone
packet of biscuits in the showcase seemed to float into my mind
but soon disappeared-- wonder where it was now, after having
turned topsy-turvy all those accounts and calculations--may be
in some shop that hoarded stuff... or may be somebody had
indeed partaken of it, discovering a new taste, a special savour
in it... the scooter disappeared in the distance... 1 said, "Yes,
pretty good indeed... it's possible to live if one found a house-
-of course, "I paused for a moment and then the words tumbled
out in a desperate bid, "Of course, it's not enough that only I
should like it..."

Thank God, it was dark inside the taxi, neither of us could
see the other's expressions. I groped for Sheila's hand, as if by
feeling her hand 1 would know whether her face had reddened ""
or paled (but of course there wasn't any one else in the taxi).

"You know Sheila, I've been thinking about the words of
that guy in the pharmacy--about our Death-wish --I've no idea
what these psychologists come up with after rummaging '
through our souls, but the fact that we are talking about houses
now, certainly it's not with the idea of dying--who wants to die
now?.." ,,

Sheila sat silently in the dark, without replying, I became
impatient, I had no idea how to explain to her that the man in
the pharmacy was wrong, he hasn't understood why, despite
everything, these people could not stop being enamoured of this ’
city, why all of a sudden the knots on my brow had disappeared-
-Once again, I was desperate to hold her hand, and I realized
that I could do nothing of that sort, that, like always, I would
only end up making a speech... on our faces was the cold breeze
from the waters that had wafted into the speeding taxi, up ahead
m Ambassador was slowing down, its red tail-lights were
flickering, I kept staring in that direction and said, "All this
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periodic uproar and chaos, bruises-injuries-deaths, you would
have thought that everyone was out to die, out to kill--these
unreal happenings are so rampant, they surface in such myriad
manifestations, like a theatrical performance, it hardly occurs to
you that behind this violence lies a frenzied desire to live--this
bedlam, these hordes of people dangling in trams and buses
from morning till night in search of a living, in every street and
corner and in lanes and alleys a massive clamor of the struggle
for survival, and yet it doesn't occur to us that all these only
speak of the desire to live--maybe I rush into the crowd, knife
in hand, ready to kill, but when I see the rifle-bearing
policemen charging, then my immediate concern is my own
life, and 1 flee like a maniac--I've got to save my life, got to
filch everything in sight, got to keep living somehow--like we
can't think of dying today, there's so much to do yet, a frantic
desire to live, to eat, to fall in love, to build houses, all kinds
of aspirations, all kinds of dreams, yes, what this pandemonium
tells us every time is not that we should die, or that we should
kill, this clamour tells us repeatedly : it's not yet time to leave,
there's a lot to happen yet, a lot of things to be done, it's not
yet time to leave, got to live on, in whatever way, no matter how
long, but we've got to live on, got to live on--"Q




“THE TYRANNY OF CLASS SYSTEM” IN
THE LIGHT OF M. R. ANAND’S NOVELS

Anjita Bora, Lecturer
Dept. of English

Mr Anand, who enjoys the reputation of being a stalwart
in the field of Indo-Anglian Literature, is a writer with a differ-
ence. Unlike his earlier exponents, he has freed himself from
the confines of the traditional pattern of novel writing and has
distinguished himself as a writer with a missionary purpose,
championing the cause of the oppressed and down-trodden class
of the Indian community. His novels undoubtedly project a
lively image of India, the details of which both reflect and
imply his passionate concern with its social reality. They exem-
plify a realistic sensibility which is capable of plumbing the
very depths of human personality and of social structure. Prob-
ably inspired by his communist ideology, all throughout his
works, Anand’s principal endeavour was to realise an ideology
which has gain a true foundation of ethical behaviour and
realise a just social order among the poor oppressed people of
India. His novels mainly deals with the theme of exploitation
which is one of the major problems of the working class of
India—exploitation ranging from political, economic, social to
legal and cultural exploitation caused by various factors as
casteism and religious bigotry. His works also deals with the
position of women in society.

Despite the fact the India happens to be one of the world’s
largest democracy, with its constitutional exposal of liberal ide-
als, it is an unfortunate but irrefutable fact that our society is
divided sharply into two classes—the rich and the poor. The
demarcation is so glaring and its effect so horrifying that it does
not surprise us when we find that Anand, with his strong pas-
sion for the economic and the consequent human betterment of
the “have nots”, is engaged in highlighting the cancerous ef-
fects of the class system in more than one novel. “Coolie” and
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“Two Leaves and a Bud”, portray in artistic terms the differ-
ence between the haves and the have nots, the exploiters and the
exploited, the rulers and the ruled. Anand’s projection of the
play of class-consciousness is distinguished by his extraordi-
nary insight into the new attitudes and new responses to life
which it has evoked.

Caste system is an entirely indigeneous phenomenon in
our country, but class system has universal dimensions covering
a wider range. Money has become an indispensable condition
for primary human happiness and the measure of the status of
an individual in society. In “Two Leaves and a Bud”, we find
that Buta is a barber by birth, but the plebeian (common people,
lower class) adjectness traditionally attached to his low caste is
seldom apparent only because he is a sardar in position and so
ranks higher in the labour force that is warranted by his caste
origins. Similarly, Munoo, of *“Coolie”” and Gangu of “Two
Leaves and a Bud” are Kshatriyas by birth, yet their genteel
birth fails to lift them from misery, for they both belong to the
wealthless class. _

The class system as portrayed in Anand’s novels has
greater victimizing power. In “Two Leaves and a Bud”, Anand
very expertly depicts the tyranny and selfishness of the upper
class and their lack of tenderness and consideration for the poor
people. The life at the tea plantation for Gangu and his family
is more or less a prison where they are robbed of their freedom
and become victims of unscrupulous British officers like
Reggie Hunt and Croft Crooke. The picture of the lives of the
British officials who are making quick money out of the sweat
and toil of the labourers, their indulgence in club life and luxury
etc. show their superior social position. In contrast to them, the
labourers live in filth and dirt, in incongenial atmosphere with
no proper medical or sanitary facilities. When cholera attacks
Gangu’s wife, except the doctor, there is no one to assist him.
When he approaches Croft Crooke for help, he is mercilessly
driven off from his house as if he were some sort of dirt which
should be avoided. Reggie Hunt, the assistant planter represent
the cruelty and carnality of the affluent planter class. He is the

TR
D,



cause of most of the affliction of the coolies—a typical example
of the ruling class with an insatiable passion for destruction.
Inspite of all the hardships, the coolies seldom rebel. De La
Havre describes them as non-entities running about like lo-
custs— “docile, gutless, spineless coolies”. This offers a telling
comment on the abject state of the ‘“have-notes™, devoid of
money and power which is the most important characteristic of
capitalistic domination represented by the Britishers.

Most of Anand’s novels ends on an unusually dismal note
with the failure of the protagonist—Munoo and Gangu ulti-
mately face death in the end, being victims of the oppressing
class system. But the failures are only apparent and almost all
the novels end on an optimistic note. Failure are bound to be
there for the sake of realism. But these failures invariably throw
a ray of hope too. We see that though human suffering cannot
at time be avoided, it can certainly be alleviated by this ‘togeth-
erness’. Anand proclaims—"........ one man is the other : other
men are in one : all men are brothers. The recognition of that
truth is the next promised w_orld revolution—which literature
may help to bring about against al_l the odds of our age—so
tragic and yet potentially so full of hope of man......., =

Thus Anand feels an irresistible urge to change the course
of man’s maddening rush towards destruction. Anand, can very
often be compared with Dickeps who was also intensely sensi-
tive to the existence of social evils in protean from. Like
Dickens, Anand refused to stand by the dead ideas of traditional
philosophy, the rituals of old religion or by the tame words of
the classics and possessed an inexplicable urge to awaken the
slumbering conscience_ of man and make them aware of the
social evils. His commitment tq human values is deep and abid-
ing. When some works of art inform and others try to reform,
Anand’s novels aim to transform the very ways and attitudes of
the readers. Carlyle is confident that “If a book came from the
heart, it will continue to reach other hearts”, Anand’s novels, no
doubt, have a similar effect on the readers. '

Kamala Das’ reaction (o the reading of the two novels—
“fivo Leaves and a Bud” and *“Coolie” holds much relevance.
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The two novels, “Had done their job as neatly as an assassins
knife, killing in me the desire to remain safely ensconced in the
feudalistic society of my home town and just as the knife lies
abandoned after the deed is done, the books by forgotten. Only
their message flowed in my veins, causing a rage to rise when-
ever a labourer as flogged by an irate relative or when a preg-
nant maid-servant lay floating in the well where her rich lover
had thrown her at the head of night. Anand has changed me
from a romantic steeped in a world of fantasy to a realist. He
stopped me fror day dreaming of love affairs with princes. He
swept my dreams clear until I saw, while asleep, no longer the
Gods I loved or the kings and queens of childhood tales, but the
peasants of Kerela, the men plowing our field and their dark
woman singing while sowing the grain”. That was the haunting
nature of Anand’s novels long after they are read no more and
this is the test of greatness of any work of art—rousing the
consciousness of man, laying the true foundation of ethical
behaviour and realizing a just social order. O




JOHN KEATS AND HIS ODES

Priyanka Bhowmick
Priyanka Chakraborty
H. S. 2nd Year

Section *B’

Keats was the youngest of the romanticists, who flourished
in the last phase of the romantic poetry of the early years of the
nineteenth century. But, in the depiction of romance and beauty,
his originality is in no way less. Keats occupies, indeed, a high
place in the temple of poetry. along with those grcat talents of
English poetry, who died prematurely.

John Keats was born on 29th October, in the year 1795 at
Moorfields, London. He was the son of a hostler and stable
keeper. Before Keats was fifteen years and both parents died,
and he was placed with his brothers and sisters in charge of
guardians. Their first act seems to have been to take Keats from
school at Enfield, and to bind him as an apprentice to a surgeon
at Edmonton. In his off time, however, he translated the Aeneid
and read stories about classical antiquity. In 1814, Keats went
to London to go on with his studies in medicine at London
hospitals. Though he passed his examination with credit and
was appointed as dresser. But his mind was attracted more and
more towards poetry already. Very soon he gave up surgery with
a view to devoting himself whole-heartedly to poetry. At this
juncture of his career, Cowden Clarke offered him a copy of
Chapman’s translation of the Illiad. The book was enough to
set fire to his imagination and his inborn love for beauty was
roused in its full form. The result was his ecstatic emotional
outburst in the sonnet ‘On first looking into Chapman’s
Homer’. Then he came in contact with another literary figure,
Leigh Hunt and under his influence his poetic inspiration got a
definite shape. He published his first volume of poems in 1817.
The majority of his poems had been written in a period of
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fertile hyperactivity between the spring of 1818 and the early
autumn of 1819. Keat’s famous poems Lamia, Isabella, The Eve
of St. Agnes etc. was published in 1820.

The essence of Keat’s originality lies in a number of
factors. In the first place, there is his deep love for beauty. The
yearning passion for the beautiful runs through all that he
wrote. In the second place, there is his sensuous luxury of
nature. He has not, like his gréat contemporaries, Wordsworth
and Shelley, given a moral force to nature. He has presented
her, as she really is, with her enternal graces and charms. The
third important feature in Keats is his subjectivity, which is
deep and at the same time, bears, like Shelley’s lyrics a
melancholy strain. His personal agony, depression and
despondency are all echoed in his odes in particular. The next
quality, in which his poetry excels, is music-sonorous music.
The luxuriance of his sensations is well matched with the
luxuriance of his poetical expressions Keats is usually taken as
the most musical of the English poets. His verses have a
continuous flow of melody that enchants and captures, The
musical effects of Keat’s great odes are hardly surpassable.

Keat’s poetic reputation reposes much on his odes which
have preserved for him an adorable place in the great age of
romantic poetry. In fact, of the authors of English odes, Keats
is much celebrated and none but Shelley and Wordsworth can
be called his equal in this respect.

An ode is a form of lyric poetry which is in the form of
an address, that differentiates it from other lyrical forms. This
is a short poetical adoration, with an exalted and dignified
theme, and contains deep reflections and sincere emotions.
What is more, an ode has a musical quality which forms its
basic requisite.

Keat’s odes are many and some of them are really the
expressions of wonder of his poetic imagination of much odes
may be mentioned, Odes to the Nightingale, Melancholy,
Indolence, Psyche, Autumn, Sorrow and On a Grecian Urn.
These odes lead into a personal contact with the poet’s mind.
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The appeal of beauty, as concieved by Keats, endures, but man,
subjected to transience, is unable to relish this beauty for long.
The sordid, tragic earthly life hardly allows human beings to
have the taste of eternal beauty. This painful experience of
human life is expressed, very powerfully no doubt, in the
concluding stanza of ode to a Nightingale.

Keats’s ‘Ode to Autumn’ is one of the most excellent odes
written by him. It was published in 1820. But it was written in
1819. Here is an extract from Keats’s writing to his friend
Reynolds fram Winchester on September 22, 1819 : “How
beautiful the season is now.... I never like stubble fields so
much as ..... Aye better than the chilly green of the Spring.
Somehow, a stubble plain looks warm, in the same way that’
some pictures looks warm This stuck me so much in my
Sunday’s walk that I composed upon it.” This compose is no
other than ‘Ode to Autumn’. Here, Keats evokes the spirit of
Autumn with his emphasis on natural beauty, serenity in the
season of autumn. In this poem, Keats enhances the beauty and
loveliness of the season of autumn. The poem opens with the
visualising of the autumnal mist and ‘mellow fruitfulness’ of
the season. He also sees the vines round the ‘thatch eves’ The
creepers are laden with fruits and it seems that the sun has
joined into a conspiracy to load and bless the vines with fruits.
The apple trees of the cottage filled with ‘all fruit with ripenes
to the core’ are bending under the pressure of fruits. The gourd
and the hazel fruit are properly developed and natured. Plenty
of flowers and the bees who think that ‘warm days will never
cease’ distinguish the season autumn. Granaries are full with
stocks. Winnohers can be seen at work, the wind lifting their
hair slightly. Poppies bloom beside half-reaped furrow where
ers are sometimes found asleep. Gleaners are seen
crossing a brook with the land corn of their heads. People
gather round the cider-press see the juice oozing ‘hours by
hours’. Barred clouds bloom the soft dying day and the stubble
plains are covered with rosy hue. Red breast and swallows
capture the attention of the viewer during the beautiful season

of autumn.
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In the last stanza, Keats has illustrated the sound of
Nature. According to him, spring alone is not full of music, but
autumn has got its own peculiar music. The sounds of autumn
can be best heard at sunsets, when the vertical bar-shaped
clouds as also the earth and fields are redenned by their rossy
light. Then one can hear the ‘wailful choir of the small gnats’
among the willow shrubs on the river side. They seem to lament
the dying day; there is and obvious tinge of sadness in their
Joint music. Another musical note is sounded by the full grown
lambs bleating loudly from the hilly bourn. To these may be
added the buzzing sounds of the hedge crickets, the soft
whistling of the robbin red breast in the garden of some house,
and the twittering notes of the swallows gathering in the
evening skies. Thus, Keats has presented the autumn sounds in
a masterly manner. In this way, Keats described the poem ‘Ode
© Autumn’ which affects on appeals to our senses of sight,
taste, touch, smell and hearing.

In 1820, Keats fell ill and he went to Rome. On 23rd
February 1821, his life came to an end in Rome. To remember
is that all Keats’s work was done in three or four years, with
small preparation, and that, dying at twenty six, he left us a
body of poetry which will always be one of our most cherished
possessions. More than any other he lived for poetry, as the
noblest of the arts. More than any other he emphasized beauty,
because to him, as shown by his ‘Grecian Urn’ beauty and truth
were one and inseperable. And he enriched the whole romantic
moment by adding to its interest in common life the spirit,
rather than the later of the classics and of Elizabethan poetry.
For these reasons Keats is, like spenser a poet’s poet; his work
profoundly influenced Tennyson and indeed, most of the poets
of the present era.Q
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GUWAHATT :
THE CITY OF CONTRARIETY

Mr. Vinay Agarwal
Mr. Vikash Dungarwal
H. S. 2nd Year, Sec. ‘A’

Guwabhati, our city is now no longer identified only as the
capital city of Assam. On the contrary, it has became the heart-
centre of the North-East. The very name ‘Guwahati’ carries a
unique magical charm and brings out a rare feelings of euphoria
The lovers of Guwahati love to live with her without taking
thought to leave her ever. The light of the East is not only an
important business, commercial, educational and tourist centre,
but also the great culture hub centre of the cntire North East
India. The charm of Guwahati lies with her innumerable prized
possessions and culture. Assam, the land of blue hills and red
rivers, has always had the reputation of being a beautiful state,
rich in art and culture and Guwahati, being its capital city has
been its cultural epicenter. The very landscape of Guwahati
seems to be a work of a great artist, as it seems ensconed in a
pocket guarded by hills and the meandering Brahmaputra.

Religions played an important role in developing the art
and culture of this city. We have the example of the temple of
Goddess Kamakhya which originated from the shakti cult. The
temple of Kamakhya in the enchanting ‘Nilachal Pahar’ as
“‘Blue Hill’ in all its glory and beauty. This temple is famous all
over the country and the most sacred and glorious shrines of
Assam. It has became a famous tourist spot for its scultpure,
and sensationed beauty around it.

During the Assam agitation, the setting up of a centre of

art and cultore 1 Guwahati had been a major point. Todays

‘Shankardeva Kalakshetra® is a symbol of that great
achievement which shows a development. The main religion of
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Assam which are the inhabitants of mother land are Assamese
people, who are great lovers of art & culture. Therefore, the
setting up of the Sankardeva Kalakshetra a few years ago some
as no suprise to any of us. In fact, it gives us a further insight
into the cultural heritage of Assam. Besides with the setting up
of the Kalakshetra, there has been substantial increase in the
cultural activities in Guwahati, both of the state as well as the
national level.

Guwahati, also a centre of performing arts like music,
dance and theatre. The most common language of Assam, that
5 Assamese which can be heard everywhere around Assam
with best music in Assamese. The art of dancing is very
common in Assam. The best of this can be seen dancing Bohag
Bihu, which is the sacred festival of Assamese culture in
Assam. Dancing Bihu, the people use to dance at their best with
pomp and glory and perform various musical dance on Bihu.
Again Assam has a excellent history of Film Industry. The
Assamese Film industry, with its studio has produced a number
of best selling movies. Their immense popularity has helped the
film industry reap rich harvest. Like any other big city of India,
Guwahati has also here a number of auditoriums like the
District Library which is one of the oldest landmarks that have
come to be associated with Guwahati. It was established in the
year 1955, opposite Dighalipukhuri area, which has been
catering to the needs of students and educationist alike for
decades. It remains as treasure home for enthusiasts of
Assamese history and literature. Again the Rabindra Bhawan, is
generally a big auditorium with a stage. The Rabindra Bhawan
which is situated overlooking the beautiful and ancient
Dighalipukhuri is also the office of the Director of cultural
Affairs, people of different tribes with different colourful
culture language and religion are living in Assam. The Rabindra
Bhawan offers unique and equal opportunities to all cultural
groups to nurture, cultivate and to expose their respective
cultural activities and talents. Due to which Guwahati has been
able to make immense contribution to the growth and
development of art & composite culture of Assam.
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The temple of Lord Dolgobinda which is the great
pilgrimage, located near the banks of the river Brahmaputra at
a place called Rajaduor in North Guwahati city. The temple of
Lord Dolgobinda (Lord Krishna) a living Deity gives rise to
hope and fulfils the desires of his devotees miraculously. The
most important festival of Dolgobinda are Holi and
Janmastomi. The Tithi of Madhabdeva and Sankardeva is also
observed: It draws devotees from all over Assam for its great
culture.

The temple of Navagraha which is situated in the southern
part of Guwahati city on the crest of a hill known as ‘Citracala’.
The temple contains nine phallic emblems of shiva covered
with clothes of different colours. Scared to the nine planetory
gods namely Surya (Sun), Chandra (Moon), Mangala (Mars),
Buddha (Mercury), Brihaspati (Jupitar), Sukra (Venus), Shani
(Saturn), Rahu and Ketu. The stone inscription fixed on the
walls of the temple records the beautiful art in the past history.

Another greatest temple of the city Sukreswara temple was
built about 250 years ago is situated on a hillock right in the
heart of the beautiful city of Guwahati on the banks of the
Brahmaputra river. This 18th century temple is said to house
one of the longest lingam. Hundreds and more hundreds of
people make offerings of milk and of variety of flowers on the
Shivalingam everyday. This temple had also been one of the
major tourist attractions of Assam. The Janardan temple and the
Baneshwar temple are also located alongwith the Sukreshawar
temple. L
One of the most famous historical temple is 3 hermitage of
the great Hindu sage 'Bflsistha Muni' Ashram situated 12 kms.
South West of Guwahati at Beltola near the Assam-Meghalay,
border and under the ancient Kampeetha near Sandhyachal
Hill. It was established by e = Ahom King Swpyronge,
Rajeshwar Singha. It is believed tf}at there are footprintg of sage
Basistha inside the temple. There is a gr.eat rush of pilgims Coor
all over the coun't!ry to 'the ?bo.de of .t?ns great sage, especially
during ‘Shivéxrat& .“I?L;r\m\g Shivaragri the \\'\\“\l\m\t\\ “nship
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through all the way to Sukreswara temple and pour it on the
lingam of Lord Shiva, which give them mighty satisfaction in
their deep heart.

Then come, one of the major cultural heritage pilgamage
of the city ‘Umananda’ which is the name of a small island
situated in the midst of the river Brahmaputra to the north of
Panbazar. Umananda is a Sanskrit word derived from the union
of two words—‘Uma’ and ‘Ananda‘—'Uma’ is the name of
Lord Mahadevas wife and ‘Anand’ means pleasure. According
to popular brief, since Lord Mahadeva is even present in this
place to provide pleasure to ‘Uma’ therefore this place has
come to be known as ‘Umananda’. From time immemorial,
'Umananda' has been considered to be a holy shrine by the
Hindus. Therefore innumerable ‘Shiva Lingas’ and also an idol
of hard Shiva made of silver. The temple is (be queathed) with
some rock-cut figures, which speak eloquently of the mostly
skill of the Assamese craftsmen.

The city of religious shrines will be not enough without
the ‘Balaji temple’ of Lokhra. It is sitnated 11 Kms. away from
the Guwahati city. It gives a great cultural importance to the
Guwahati city. The temple is basically a Vaishnav temple of
Lord Venkateshwara, a form of Lord Narayan and a replica of
the original Balaji temple situated at Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh.
It also enshrines Goddesss Padmavati, Goddess Surya and Lord
Ganesh. The special attraction of this temple is that it sells and
distributes prasad offerings to God in the form of ‘laddoos’,
made of pure ghee.

“Religion imparts the establishment of monuments
Driven by this phenomenal truth, the Muslims started bulldmg
a myriad of ‘Masjids’ and ‘Majars’ for carrying on their
religious practices. Among the olden Masjids established during
the same period ranging from 1638 to 1658 AD which still
exists in the heart of the city with all its unperishable glory, the
“Borha Jamme Masjid” at Ambari, Guwahati. Nestled away
from the hectic hustle and battle of today’s busy city life is the
‘Dargah Sharif’ of Ulubari. It was established in 1960, where
lies the grave of Hazrat Zahir Aulia Khowagan, a renowned
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muslim saint and mystic. It is believed that he who prays before
the grave with a pure heart, has his prayers answered.

Gurudwara “Sri Guru Singh Sahib” is located in the heart
of the city, Fancy Bazar welcomes everyone irrespective of any
need and langar is served without any discrimination. Though
the Sikhs form a small member in Guwahati, yet they take an
active part in building Assam into a developed and prosperous
state. Guwahati has been the nearer centre of the Catholic
missionaries in the Northeastern region.

The Christ Church situated in the centre of Church Field,
now known as Nehru Park at Panbazar is perhaps the oldest
church in all of northeastern India, was established in 1844.
This Church now under the church of North India (CNI) is as
old as if not older than the modern city of Guwahati.

Keeping pace with the major cities of India, a few visual
art gallaries have also come up. It is a pity that the state run art

gallaries have closed down but a few private art gallaries have

come up to give scope to the upcoming artists. Then, the
Gu»\{ahati Museum has a good stock of historical specimen of
ethmc' art of the North east. It also houses various specimen of
the rich sculptures, bell metal presentation, pottery and
terracotta traditions of Assam.

Guwahati is also at par with neocultural advertises like
other parts of India, therefore, if we talk about fashion shows
and' modern dance competetions. Guwahati is not very far
bf:hmd. Reflection of this is shown in modern Assamese
cinemas. The Jyotichitraban Film Studio is a major break-

ta';YOUgh of the city. The Doordarshan Kendra of Guwahati is
SO at

gl}Wahati is the only one of its kind in the entire North East and
It 1s play ing a great and a significant role to span the culture of
the city. It can rightly be said that very few cities in the country
hav.e had such a rapid growth in art and culture within a short
period of thirty years.

So, from all the great point of views the Guwahatians need
to uP.hold these traditional life styles and cultures that reflects
Fhe diversity in the society, its history and a unique way of life
In the city of contrariety. O
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WILLIAM WORDSWORTH A POET OF
THE AGE OF ROMANTICISM

Snigdha & Jayeeta
H. S. 2nd Year
Section ‘A’

Introduction : The new *“Romantic Movement” in
literature assumed definite form in the year 1797. Wordsworth
and Coleridge retired to Quantock Hills, Somerset and there
formed the delibrate purpose to make literature “adopted to
interest mankind permanently”, which they declared classic
poetry could never do. Wordsworth’s sister Dorothy, though a
silent partner, perhaps furnished the largest share of inspiration
which resulted in the famous Lyrical Ballads of 1798.

In their partnership Coleridge was to take up the
supernatural, or at least romantic; while Wordsworth was to
give the charm of novelty to things of every day by awakening
the mind’s attention from the lethargy of custom and directing
it to the lonliness and the wonders of the world before us. That
the “Lyrical Ballads” attracted no attention and was practically
ignored by the public is of small consequence. Had Wordsworth
and Coleridge written only this one little book they would be
still among the representative writers of an age that proclaimed
the final triumph of Romanticism.

Wordsworth was born in 1770 at Cockermouth,
Cumberland. It is almost a shock to one who knows
Wordsworth only by his calm and noble poetry to read that he
was of a moody and violent temper, and that his mother
despaired him alone among her five children. She died when he
was eight years old, but till she had exerted an influence which
lasted all his life. So that he could remember her as “the heart
of all our learnings and our loves”. His father died some six
years later.




He was then taken in charge by relatives, who sent him to
school at Hawkshed, in the beautiful lake region. Here, the
unroofed school of nature attracted him more the discipline of
the classics and he learned more eagerly from flowers and hills
and stars that from his books.

Wordsworth proved to be a very ordinary scholar, follow-
ing his own genius rather than the curriculum and looking
forward more eagerly to his vacations among the hills than to
his examinations.

At thirty years of age, Wordsworth was without money or
any definite aim or occupation in life. He considered
professions such as law, ministry and that of a soldier, but one
by one, he gave up all of them. But then, an apparent accident
determined his course. He had taken care of a young friend,
Raisluy Calvert, who died of consumption and left Wordsworth
heir to a few hundred pounds and to the request that he should
give his life to poetry. All his life he was poor and liked in an
atmosphere of plain living and high thinking. His poetry
brought him almost nothing in the way of money rewards and
it was only by a series of happy accidents that he was enabled
to continue his work. One of these accidents wasg that he
became a Troy and accepted the office of a distributor of stamps
and was later appointed poet laurete by the Government.

The last half century of Wordsworth’s life in which he
retired to his beloved take district and lived Successively at
Grasmere and Rydal mount, remind one strongly of Brownine
long struggle for literary recognition. It was marked by th:
same steadfast, purpose, the same trusted ideal, the -
continuous work and the same tardy recognition by the public
His poetry was mercilessly ridiculed by nearly all the - .
critics, who seized upon the worst of his work as a standard nel:?

judgement and book after book of poems appeareq Witho?n
meeting any SUCCESS save the approval of a few loyal friends

Such work and patience are certain of this reward ;
long before Wordsworth's death he felt the warm Slmshi’n ;noc:‘

general approval. Gradually, Wordsworih Was hatled by critic
\ d by N
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as the first living poet and one of the greatest that England had
ever produced.

Three things in his poem that impressed even the casual
reader was—

(i) Wordsworth loved to be alone and was never lonely with
nature.

(ii) Like every other child who spent much time alone in the
woods and fields, he felt the presence of some living spirit,
real though unseen and companionable though silent.

(iii) His impression were exactly like our own and delightfully
familiar.

Though it took some time, he at last gained the fame, and
popularity of his work was worth.
Matthew Arnold had once remarked about him as “Nature

not only gave him the matter of his poem, but wrote his poem
for him”. 0O '




"Writing is very easy. All you have to do is to sit

in firont of the typewriter till little drops of

blood appear on your Jorbead."

—Ruskin Bond

_. Strengtb is I fe, weakness 1s death.

—Swami Vivekananda

3_ '5__:_'Tbé'wegé:ca}z never forgive. Forgiveness is the
 quality of the strong.

—Guandbiji

 Education is an ornament in prosperity and g

: refuge in adversity.

—Aristotle

Wben you are good to others, you are best 1o

yourseff _ u
- —Benjamin Frankliy
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R. C. Majumdar : Ancient India. Motilal Banarasidass,
Banaras, 1952, p. 464

K. Damodaran : Indian Thought A Critical Survey, Asia
Publishing House, Bombay, 1967. P. 315
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"The traders and craftsmen drew courage from this
movement to stand firm against the feudal appressors."
K. Damodaran : Indian Thought A Critical Survey, P. 315
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SUIAIEIE), Spaq, SRl

Romila Thapar : A History of India. P. 307
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(Vaishnavism) did not succeed in uprooting the religion
of sacrifices. Still it always retained its character as a
religion for women and for all classes, Sudras included,
and in its tater development it was associated with such
Vedic rites as then remained when it was professed by the
Brahmanas, but not so associated when its followers were
of lower castes, among whom it continued 1o exercise
great influence." R.G. Bhandarkar - Vaishnavism,
Saivism and Minor Religious systems. P, 42

D. D. Kosambi : An Introduction to the Study of Indian
History, P. 22
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"Of the influence of Vaishnavism on Hindus and society,
Estlin Carpenter has written, 'It sought to remove religion
from the carefully guarded ceremonies of Brahmanical
ritual and throw upon its hopes and privileges to men and
women of every rank and caste, of every race and creed.
It needed no priest, for the offering of love required no
sacerdotal sanction, and the grace of God was in no
man’s keeping.” M.N. Shrinivas : Social Change in Mod-
ern India, P, 76.

“The city of Navadvipa (modern Nadiya), ...was at time
a famous seat of mediaeval Sanskrit learning;" S.K. Dey
: Early History of the Vaishnava Faith and Movement in
Bengal, Reprint, 1986, Calcutta, P. 29.
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Albert Schweitzer : Indian Thought and its Develop-
ment, Wiclo Publishing House, Bombay, 1980

K. Damodaran : Indian Thought A Critical Survey,
Asia Publishing House, Bombay 1967

M. N. Shrinivas : Social Change in Modern India

R. C. Majumder : Ancient India, Motilal Banarasidass,
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RG. Bhandarkar : Vaishnavism Saivism and Minor
Religious Systems, Pune

Romila Thapar : A History of India

S. K. Dey : Early History of the Vaishnava Faith and
Movement in Bengal, Reprint, 1986, Calcutta.
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JeIE g fod FRd ¥
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Uferfaes g (umwEsh)
16 3R, 1951 & fe wifereart wemmst feramera ateft
A F TFare H g g8 off |
15 IO, 1958 % &7 o= & purst T W, iR F
TRIE H T g oM
25 farwr, 1959 % T sfteier & qeris e veraEs
1 Bl J e g8 ot
17 S, 1961 % T&7 vt & e werst dfed gawan
1 FHM H T g8 ot
21 SFer, 1965 % & 07 & U B9 STl HER A
8T H T ot
6 fadwR 1966 % e gferor sTohien & wuFHR féfes T
TS i frdifan ¥ o g ot
28 SaRR 1971 % 7 ST & Wy w91 g
il
9 I, 1978 ¥ f&7 [Aye Tt HuwST STgel e o1
% &l wieT 4 g g€ ot -
31 ¥R, 1984 & T vRdia wumest sfeu Tfieh =it
feeett # T g ot |
28 wefl, 1986 & A wited & st Sieis wed #t
wre T g g ot
1 77, 1987 < fS e o Wit f¥ie st 3t efetenmex
¥ 3T T g8 i |
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129, 1991 % T YR & Wyt Tsita e =it afrerrg
H g g€ ot |

4 FETR, 1995 o &7 SR TUHE $eTreh Afe Fi e
STele 7 T g8 ot

2 3R, 1996 & a7 g & yaqd wurEA 31RE
RS T g% ot

9 5[, 1998 % foA fsfar & WSt Jert W Wit
T g ot

27 3R, 1999 o T ST o Hereisit erera wferfer
i AaF T § ot 10
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T &R SEH  Hal 7gH
FEdl & WA H Bk A
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er W T W weH
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T 181 B9 Ha
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TSI ST F gYHA N
1 g ot ST eIl
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T T&T &L o
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